
Often confused with beaver and muskrat, nutria 
have the following distinguishing characteristics:
• White whiskers

• Round, rat-like tail

• Dark black ears with lighter-colored fur below

• Large blocky head, often with orange teeth

• Body length up to 24 inches

• Weighs up to 22 pounds

• Partially webbed hind feet

A-RATED AGRICULTURAL PEST • DESTROYS WETLANDS  
WEAKENS WATER INFRASTRUCTURE

Private landowners can join the fight to protect California’s agricultural 
economy, water resources and precious wetlands. In fact, landowner 
cooperation is critical to the success of CDFW’s nutria eradication efforts. 
Landowners can obtain free assistance protecting their property from this 
destructive rodent by granting CDFW permission to access their property.  
For more information, call (866) 440-9530 or e-mail invasives@wildlife.ca.gov.

Report nutria sightings, request free CDFW assistance at (866) 440-9530 or 

invasives@wildlife.ca.gov. Visit wildlife.ca.gov/nutria for more information.

Nutria:
The Triple Threat to California’s Future

A CASE OF MISTAKEN IDENTITY
Different bodies Different tails
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HOW LANDOWNERS CAN HELP
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Identifying Nutria (Myocastor coypus)
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Nutria Beaver Muskrat

• Conspicuous white whiskers
• Muzzle often white

• Black whiskers • Fine, black whiskers
• Muzzle may be white

• Adult size: 10-20 pounds; body 
length to 2 feet, with 1 foot tail

• Juveniles similar in size to muskrats
• Hunched appearance on land

• Tail rounded, rat-like, and 
sparsely covered in coarse hair

• Tail still while swimming; body 
propelled by feet

• Tail broad and flat. 
• Tail flattened top-to-bottom
• Slap water with tail when disturbed

• Tail flattened side-to-side
• Tail used for swimming with rapid 

side-to-side serpentine motion

• Partially webbed; one free toe • Fully webbed • No webbing
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• Adult size: 2-5 pounds; body 
length up to 1 foot

• Adult size averages 40 pounds 
• Length to over 3 feet, 

including tail
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• Rear track is 2-3 inches in length
• 5 visible toes on front track
• Rear track to 6 inches in length
• Tracks may be accompanied by 

a broad tail drag

• 5 front toes; 4 visible in tracks
• Rear track to 6 inches in length
• Narrow tail drag may accompany 

tracks
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If nutria are found in CA, immediately contact the CDFW Invasive Species Program to 
report your sighting at Invasives@wildlife.ca.gov or by calling (866) 440-9530

Invasive Native Native



Nutria Eradication Project  

Frequently Asked Questions 

 

Are nutria in my county? 

As of September 2018, nutria have been found in Merced, Stanislaus, San Joaquin, Fresno, Tuolumne, 

and Mariposa Counties. 

If I received a letter, does that mean nutria are on my or my neighbor’s property? 

Not necessarily. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is conducting surveys to 

determine where nutria are in California, so that these harmful animals can be removed before they 

become more widespread. We are focusing on properties that contain or are adjacent to sources of 

water, such as rivers, canals, and ponds. As an example, we need landowner permission to access river 

shorelines during river surveys.  

What will you be doing on my property? 

A team of two biologists will be visually surveying aquatic habitats or waterways on your property to 

look for nutria tracks, scat, feeding activity, vegetation damage, or platforms/beds and determining the 

suitability of the habitat for nutria. If the habitat is prime quality or if nutria are suspected, but not yet 

confirmed, we will place motion-activated cameras on a baited area of interest. If nutria are not 

detected, but suitable habitat exists, we will likely survey the property on multiple occasions. If nutria 

are confirmed present, either through camera images or distinguishing sign (i.e., scat, tracks), we or our 

contracted trappers will begin trapping to remove all animals from the location. Once we believe all 

nutria have been removed, we will resume periodic surveys to ensure no nutria were missed or 

migrated into the area.  

Will the traps and other removal methods harm my children, pets, or native wildlife? 

Traps will only be placed if nutria are confirmed on your property. The traps are placed and set to target 

nutria; we make every effort to avoid capturing other animals. The majority of our efforts, particularly 

those where native wildlife are abundant, use live traps so any other animals caught will be released. 

You can note the presence of pets, livestock, or other animals on the Temporary Entry Permit letter so 

CDFW crews will be aware of them.  

I want CDFW to call me before entering my property, avoid my property during waterfowl season, or I 

need to tell CDFW other information about accessing the property. How do I do that? 

Requests, restrictions, or other information can be written in the Special Conditions section of the 

Temporary Entry Permit letter, above the signature line. 

 



I think there are nutria on my property. What should I do? 

Call or email CDFW’s Invasive Species Hotline at (866) 440-9530 or invasives@wildlife.ca.gov. It is very 

important to send us photos if at all possible, as we may be able to identify the animal or sign. The 

nutria survey team will follow up on suspect reports. Be aware that nutria and their sign are often 

confused with other mammals such as beaver, muskrats, river otters, mink, or raccoons.  

Where can I find out more information? 

Visit the California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Nutria webpage at www.wildlife.ca.gov/nutria. This 

page includes a map that will be updated when nutria are found in new locations. 
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