LOS BANOS CITY BULLETIN
January 2021 Edition
Prepared by Sara Blevins, HR Technician/Deputy City Clerk
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A NEW BEGINNING

The City of Los Banos is excited to announce the launch of a newsletter that will highlight key topics and updates
from the various City departments. What better way to kickoff the new year than to introduce and bring forth a
new method of getting information out there to our community! These newsletters will be released to the public on
a monthly basis and will contain information that is both new and ongoing. If you would like to subscribe to the
monthly newsletter releases, please email the word "Subscribe" to newsletter@losbanos.org. These newsletters will
also be accessible on the City's website home page at www.losbanos.org and through the various City department
Facebook pages. We look forward to keeping our community informed and updated by way of these newsletters.
Cheers to new beginnings and great things to come for 2021!

COVID-19
UPDATE
It's no news that the elements surrounding COVID-19
are ever changing and a constant flow of information is
continuously being dropped in our laps. We as the City
do our best to keep our community informed and to
ensure the information we provide is up-to-date. The
City's website has a COVID-19 informational page that
contains press releases issued by the Merced County
Department of Public Health and also information that
is specifically related to what's going on here in Los
Banos.
In addition, there is information relating to financial
assistance programs that are available for our local
small businesses during these uncertain times. Visit the
City's website at http://www.losbanos.org/coronavirus/
for more information.
For businesses looking for assistance or guidelines
related to safely continuing operations or in preparing
for reopening, please visit the Reopen Merced County
website at https://reopenmercedcounty.com/.
The City of Los Banos maintains a COVID-19 phone line
and email for questions specific to residents of Los
Banos. If you have questions or concerns, please call
827-2544 or email eocinfo@losbanos.org.

LOCAL TESTING SITE
INFORMATION:
Testing Site 1
Provided by Golden Valley Health Centers
Location: Community Center - 645 Seventh Street
To Make an Appointment: call (866) 682-4842
Testing Site 2
Provided by OptumServe
Location: Los Banos Fairgrounds - 403 F Street
To Make an Appointment:
visit: www.lhi.care/covidtesting
or call (866) 634-1123
For additional questions regarding testing sites or
COVID-19 in general, please contact the Merced
County Department of Public Health's COVID-19
hotline at 381-1180.

"A HIRE PERSPECTIVE"
HUMAN RESOURCES

The Human Resources Department is now recruiting and accepting applications for the following positions:
*Police Officer - $5,365.00 per month
-Incentive offered. See job posting for more information.

*Public Safety Dispatcher - $3,801 per month
-Incentive offered. See job posting for more information.

*Community Services Officer - $2,791.00 per month
-Incentive offered. See job posting for more information.
Job fliers providing details about each position including the job description, minimum requirements,
benefit information and more can be found on the City's career opportunities website at
www.governmentjobs.com/careers/losbanos.
Applications must be submitted online through this same website. For additional questions or assistance, please
contact the Human Resources Department at 827-2424.

Please join us in congratulating Sara Blevins, Human Resources Technician I - Administration Department, for
being named the 2020 City of Los Banos Employee of the Year!
The City would also like to recognize the following City employees for their years of service:
*Mary Lou Gilardi, Fire Department - 30 years
*Vanus Warren, Police Department - 20 Years
*John Soares, Fire Department - 20 Years
*Brent Specht, Public Works Department - 15 Years
*Stacy Elms, Community & Economic Development - 15 Years
*Jesus Parras, Police Department - 15 Years
*Debra Fisher, Public Works Department - 5 Years
*Maria Ortega, Police Department - 5 Years
*Brenda Geary, Police Department - 5 Years
*Justin Caruthers, Public Works Department - 5 Years

*Robert Baker, Public Works Department - 20 Years
*Todd Pricolo, Police Department - 20 Years
*Ramon McDonald, Police Department - 15 Years
*Fernando Garcia, Fire Department - 15 Years
*Frank Minor, Fire Department - 15 Years
*Jesse Castillo, Public Works Department - 15 Years
*Jacob Sawyer, Fire Department - 5 Years
*Rachelle Ciuffo, Fire Department - 5 Years
*Luis Beltran, Police Department - 5 Years
*Todd Carter, Police Department - 5 Years

Thank you to all employees for their service!

"COPY THAT"
POLICE DEPARTMENT
The Los Banos Police Department has recently
introduced the Security Camera Registration Program
which gives residents and business owners the
opportunity to voluntarily register their security
cameras with the Department. When a security camera
is registered, it does not give police access to the
system. Camera registration is simply a tool to help
police identify where security cameras exist when
investigating a crime in or around a neighborhood.
The Department will also have the system owner's
contact information on file so that they may be
contacted to see if the security cameras happened to
catch a crime in progress. With this program in place,
it allows the Department to leverage the power and
resources of our community to help solve crime by
collecting video evidence and creating leads on cases.

To register your security camera, please visit:
https://lbpd.crimegraphics.com/2013/default.aspx
For additional information regarding this program, please
contact the Police Department at 827.7070.

"FIRESIDE CHAT"
FIRE DEPARTMENT
The Los Banos Fire Department would like to introduce E-52 to their fleet. E-52 will be on the front lines at Station
#2 by the end of January. E-52 will be the second engine purchased from Rosenbauer America in the past five years.
Fire crews completed their annual fire safety inspections on each campus within the Los Banos Unified School
District while staff and students were away for Christmas break. During these inspections, crews make sure each
campus is up to California state code requirements.
Groundbreaking for the new training tower to be located at Fire Station #1 on Seventh Street will take place in mid
January. This training tower is being purchased with funds accrued through Measure P - a sales tax measure in place
to support special transactions and uses by the Los Banos Police, Fire, and Public Safety/911 Departments. The
training tower will be used for basic and advanced firefighting and rescue skills.

"IN THE WORKS"

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

MID VALLEY DISPOSAL UPDATE
The City has begun the implementation process with Mid Valley
Disposal to provide residential and commercial garbage, recycling,
and organic waste collection services in the City of Los Banos
beginning July 1, 2021. A public introduction of Mid Valley Disposal
in the form of public meetings and distribution of information for
services will be included in the implementation process. More
information will continue to be provided on the City's website at
www.losbanos.org and in future newsletters. More information
about Mid Valley Disposal can be found by visiting their website at
www.midvalleydisposal.com.

RECYCLE YOUR CHRISTMAS TREE
Remember to:
Place your Christmas tree in your green can
Remove ornaments, lights, tinsel, and stand
Trees taller than six feet need to be cut into
smaller pieces to ensure the lid closes on the
can

HELP KEEP GUTTERS AND STORM DRAINS FREE OF LEAVES
The Public Works Department continues to work diligently at clearing gutters and storm drain inlets of fallen
leaves. When leaves accumulate in the street, it is challenging for the street sweepers to pick them up which
results in clogs causing floods.

HERE'S HOW YOU CAN HELP:
Clear leaves from gutters and storm drains in front of your home or place of business and place as many
leaves as possible into your green can.
Please do not place grass, tree clippings, or animal waste in storm drains.
Leaf pickup is the day before your normal garbage pickup day.
If you would like to report a storm drain issue, call the Public Works Department at 827-7044.

"A WALK IN THE PARK"
PARKS & RECREATION

PARKS MASTER PLAN
The City's Parks Master Plan is nearing completion! The Parks
and Recreation Department would like to thank all those
community members who assisted in creating this plan over the
last year by providing their input. This plan will help to guide the
direction of parks in the City over the next 15 years. A draft of the
Parks Master Plan, tentatively scheduled for approval by the City
Council in February, is available on the City's website at:
http://www.losbanos.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/09/ParksMaster-Plan-Report-Updated-and-formatted.pdf

LOS BANOS DOG PARK UPDATE
'Barks and Recreation' is almost here! Los Banos' first off-leash
dog facility is nearing its opening in 2021!
The Los Banos Dog Park has been an exciting project that
many in the community have been anticipating for years. The
dog park will be located at the Ag Sports Complex at 700 N.
Mercey Springs Road and will feature a small dog and mixed
dog area. There will be benches, over 50 new shade trees and
drinking fountains - for dogs and for people!
The finished project will be presented to the City Council in
January and will open as COVID-19 restrictions allow. A grand
opening event will also be scheduled. We hope that everyone
will enjoy this new addition to our City!
Please review the Dog Park Ordinance in the City's online
municipal code by visiting http://qcode.us/codes/losbanos/.
For additional assistance in locating the Ordinance, please
contact the City Clerk's Office at 827-2448.
Learn more about dog licensing by visiting:
http://www.losbanos.org/citygovernment/departments/police/code-enforcement/
or by calling the Police Department at 827-7070.

UPCOMING PARK IMPROVEMENTS
So far this winter, there have been 140 trees planted along the
Rail Trail Corridor, completed landscaping improvements at the
Ag Sports Complex, and additional miscellaneous improvements
at various parks within the City. There are a lot of other exciting
projects to come in 2021 including but not limited to installation
of playground structures and swing sets at certain parks, solar
panel installation at the Skate Park located at the Colorado
Ballpark, a shade sail structure at Vineyards Basin B Park, and a
plethora of landscaping improvements.

INFORMATION AND UPDATES
Please visit the Los Banos Parks and Recreation Division page on the City's website at http://www.losbanos.org/citygovernment/departments/recreation/ to stay up-to-date on projects and COVID-19 updates as it relates to parks and recreation in our
City. The Department's Facebook's page also provides exciting updates https://www.facebook.com/City-of-Los-Banos-Parks-and-RecDivison-826001017448636. For additional information, questions or comments, please contact the Parks and Recreation Department at
827-7034 or by email at parksandrecreation@losbanos.org.

IN
THIS TOGETHER
"PLANNING
AHEAD"

COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The following businesses were issued business licenses in
December and the Community & Economic Development
Department would like to welcome them to Los Banos.
Colette A. Vaughn
Dutch Bros.
Fit Recovery by Rick Sanchez - (New Location)
Los Dos Potrillos Bar and Grill
Soares Lumber and Fence
Town & Country Liquor - (New Ownership)

IN THIS TOGETHER

"HALL PASS"

Now more than ever, it is important for the
community to come together and support our local
businesses! Just like many others
around the
Nation, small businesses in our community have
been hit especially hard during this pandemic and
need extra support now more than ever. There is a
variety of small shops and restaurants right here in
Los Banos that have the capability of satisfying your
wants and needs. The City is encouraging the
community to eat local and shop local in order to
keep our small businesses thriving.

HOURS OF OPERATION

"WHAT'S ON THE AGENDA?"

The following commercial business projects are currently
under construction:
Crockers Lockers - 1518 Ortigalita Road
Rainflow Car Wash - 1419 Badger Flat Road
Chipotle - 1420 Pacheco Boulevard
Sunset Hills K Street Project - 642 K Street

CITY HALL

City Hall is currently open to the public Monday
thru Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with a closure
from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m. for lunch. The public is
encouraged to continue using alternative methods
for paying utility bills such as online payments and
the automated payment phone line. For more
information on these alternative methods of paying
your utility bill, please visit:
https://losbanos.merchanttransact.com/.

DELAYED GARBAGE SERVICES
City Hall staff has been receiving an abundance of
phone calls regarding trash services not being
fulfilled. Republic Services has notified the City of
their experiencing a shortage in staff and that they
are doing their best to keep up with regular routes
as much as possible. Please remain patient and
know that your services are being continued but
may be slightly delayed.

CITY COUNCIL

The community is encouraged to tune in to our City
Council Meetings in order to stay informed as to
what's happening in the City. City Council Meetings
are held on the first and third Wednesdays of each
month and are currently being held virtually. The
option to review the upcoming agenda can be found
on the City's website at www.losbanos.org, then
clicking on "Current City Council Agenda" on the
"Quick Links" menu. The YouTube link to watch the
meetings live can be found on the first page of the
agenda.
For more information on City Council Meetings or
any other City Commission Meetings, please contact
the City Clerk's Office at 827-2448 or visit the City's
website at:
http://www.losbanos.org/citygovernment/committees-commissions/

If you would like to subscribe to this monthly newsletter, send an email with "Subscribe" in the subject line to
newsletter@losbanos.org. Your email address, name and any other information you provide are held in strict confidence. We only
keep your information so that the City of Los Banos, whose email list you subscribed to, can email you. If you do not wish to continue
receiving these monthly newsletters, please send an email with "Unsubscribe" to newsletter@losbanos.org.

